
Remember:Collecting
 Blood Cultures 
RSCH+PRH+RACH

 Volume matters! For every 1
mL in increase in fill volume,
positivity of blood cultures
increases by approximately
3.3%, increasing the likelihood
of detecting bacteremia.
However, over filling increases
the risks of false positives.

CAUTION:
OVERFILLING
Optimal blood
fill volumes 8-10 mL
min. 3-7 mL
CAUTION:
reduced sensitivity

Appropriate fill volume recommendations for BD BACTEC:
Adult (Plus Aerobic/F and Lytic/10 Anaerobic/F):
Provide 1 anaerobic and 1 aerobic bottle, 8-10ml per
bottle.
Paediatrics (PEDS Plus/F): 1–3 mL, babies and young
children or no more than 1% of total blood volume.

Use gradations on vial labels to support accurate fill
volumes or if you choose, mark blood culture 
vials at appropriate fill levels.

Collect proper blood fill volume
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Do not cover the barcode or the base of the
bottle with labels
Do not remove labels or stickers from the bottle
Always fill blood cultures first before inoculating
other blood tubes
Fill the aerobic bottle first then anaerobic bottle
to ensure no air contaminates the anaerobic
bottle when using a butterfly collection kit
Always collect blood cultures with good aseptic
technique


