
Guidelines on the use of 
Procalcitonin in COVID-19 

Procalcitonin (PCT) is a sepsis biomarker. It does not significantly increase in COVID-19 
unlike CRP so can help along with clinical assessment with diagnosing/ ruling out 
superimposed bacterial infection for COVID patients, and to guide the initiation and 
cessation of antibiotics.  

For all suspected 
COVID inpatients 
take a PCT sample 

on day 1 and 3 

Day 1 and 3 
PCT <0.25µg/L 

Day 1 and 3 
PCT ≥0.25µg/L 

Patient 
stable/improving? 

Deteriorating patient ? Consider stopping 
antibiotics * 

Complete 5 day of 
antibiotics Day 1 PCT ≥ 0.25µg/L 

Day 3 PCT > Day 1 PCT 

Escalate antibiotics 
Take cultures and 

look for alternative 
sources of sepsis 

* HDU/ICU Consider 
superimposed fungal infection 
if deteriorating patients and 
PCT <0.25 µg/L 


